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Executive Summary 
 
1. This report provides an update on recent activity relating to the Environment 

portfolio. 
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 
In presenting this report I would like to thank members, from all parties for their kind 
words and support in me holding this vital role. This role contains oversight of many 
of the things that the public want us to do as a council. Therefore, it’s my aspiration 
for all members to play their role in shaping this portfolio and my door is open for 
comments by phone, email, or meeting; anytime, anyplace, anywhere. 
 
2.  Environmental Management 
 

Good News 
 A trial community skip scheme took place in September at six locations in 

Hopwood Hall and Spotland and Falinge wards. Teams to assist residents 
with moving items and sweeping and cleaning streets in the area were also 
present on the day. An evaluation of the scheme will be provided shortly.  
 

Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 A report on the draft fly tipping strategy and action plan was taken to the 

Communities, Regeneration and Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
committee at the end of September. The report and strategy will be updated 
following comments at the meeting and bought to cabinet for adoption shortly.  

 
Policy Development 
 Charges for new and replacement wheeled bins ceased following the decision 

at Cabinet on 31 August.  
 

3. Facilities Management 
 
Good News  
 Fresh kitchen took over the catering at Little Heaton School on the 1st 

September. 
 



 
Catering 
 The catering service continues to provide a school meals service in line with 

government guidelines as well as providing weekly lunch boxes for a child 
who is at home due to Covid. 

 
Cleaning 
 The cleaning service continues to clean all schools and council buildings 

following covid guidelines, and is supporting non FM schools as required. 
 

Town Hall 
 The town hall celebrates its 150th birthday this month and held a small 

informal celebration to mark this milestone.  
 

 Restoration work continues including the opening for the new lift in the clock 
tower now underway. Design work for the new terracing to the side and back 
of the town hall is also ongoing. These improvements will not only form part of 
the beautiful new public realm around the building, it will also make this 
historic gem accessible to everybody, including those with limited 
mobility. Alongside the crucial structural changes, painstaking work to clean 
and repair the building’s many historic features is now beginning! 
 
The Lancashire Conservation Studio, Tim Phelps Fine Furniture and the York 
Glaziers Trust have carried out detailed surveys to establish the condition of 
these historic features and will soon embark on an extensive cleaning and 
repair programme.  
 
The Lancashire Conservation Studio will focus on the painted walls, floors, 
panelling and the Magna Carta mural, while Tim Phelps will look after the 
wooden furniture and wood panelling. The York Glaziers Trust will work on the 
town hall’s beautiful stained glass. 

 
     Policy Development 

 The catering service is currently discussing with Head teacher’s the 
implementation of the cashless school meals ordering system across all 
schools. 

 
4. Capital Projects & MPS 
 
     Good News 

 2 school extensions (St Johns and Harwood Park Primary), the West Lodge at 
Rochdale Cemetery and Balderstone Community Room - a combined 
construction value of approximately £2.5m - have been recently completed. 

 This is in addition to delivering the annual planned maintenance programme 
for schools during the summer holidays. 

 
5. Property Services/ N1R 

Good News 
 Applications submitted for further funding to decarbonise our assets, x6 

schools and x6 corporate buildings have been included where the boilers are 
to be replaced due to end of life 

 N1R Building team preparing the building for the Gaia exhibition 
 Excellent feedback received for N1R building team from Library services on 

assistance in helping manage the ground floor throughout Covid and 
accommodating the vaccinations  



 Direct school commissions recently won, x3 school adaptation to medical 
rooms.  

 
Strategic Initiatives under Development  
 Meeting with other districts and Star procurement to complete an options 

appraisal for a joined up contract with Gas and Electricity contracts 
 
      Policy Development 

 Reviewing statutory compliance guidance policy in line with the 2 year review     
date 

 
 

 
 

Councillor Liam O’Rourke 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Facilities 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to Environment and Facilities


